S ubstantial progress has been made in improving and protecting worker health and safety in the 25 years since the passage of the Occupational Safety and Health Act. However, workplace hazards continue to have tremendous impact on human injury and illness. Each day, an average of 137 individuals die from work related diseases, while an additional 16 die from injuries on the job. Every 5 seconds a worker is injured. Every 10 seconds a worker is temporarily or permanently disabled. In addition to 515,000 reported occupational illnesses, 6.3 million work related injuries occurred in 1994. These injuries and illnesses cost $121 billion in lost wages and productivity, health care, administrative, and related expenses (USDHHS, 1996) .
In addition, the workplace is rapidly changing. Workplace hazards are evolving as a result of new work processes and changing work patterns and organizational climate.
The need for continued and progressive research is imperative to meet the challenges for occupational health and safety. To this end, the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), and its ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Final research priorities were determined following consideration of the collaborative input. The criteria guiding evaluation of potential topics included some or all of the following, as appropriate: • Seriousness of the hazard based on death, injury, disease, disability, and economic impact. • Number of workers exposed or magnitude of risk. • Potential for risk reduction. • Expected trend in importance of the research area. • Sufficiency of existing research. • Probability that research will make a difference. The agenda identifies 21 research priorities, reflecting a remarkable degree of concurrence among a large number of stakeholders. The NORA priority research areas are grouped into three categories: disease and injury, work environment and work force, and research tools and approaches (Table) . The priorities are not ranked, and reflect an attempt to consider both current and emerging needs.
The success of NORA will be measured by its utility in directing occupational safety and health research, and ultimately by improved outcomes in worker safety and
